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Atlanta BeltLine Overview
ÅThe Atlanta Beltline is a series of rails, 

trails and greenspaces that will 
ultimately connect 45 neighborhoods
ÅExpanded from a 22-mile historic rail system 

that encircles the city of Atlanta
ÅThe Beltline will consist of approximately 33 

miles of multi-use trails
ÅIncrease connectivity to promote long-term, 

sustainable growth

ÅThe BeltLine has already constructed 
trails in four areas throughout the city
Å Eastside, Northside, Southwest Connector   

and West End Trails

ÅThe BeltLine is currently being expanded 
in the Westside of Atlanta with the 
construction of the Westside Trail 
ÅConstruction began in the Fall of 2014 and is 

due to be completed in 2016
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Purpose of Westside Impact 
Neighborhood Analysis

ÅThe Atlanta BeltLine is expanding to new neighborhoods and 
areas in the Westside of Atlanta
ÅThere is a need to understand the neighborhood demographics, health status 

and available community assets in an effort to inform future BeltLine 
programming

ÅKaiser Permanente of Georgia (KPGA) is participating in the 
development of the Atlanta Beltline 
ÅKPGA is partnering with organizations to ensure the Westside Trail is highly 

utilized and valued by the community to support better health and healthy 
lifestyles 

ÅThis analysis provides information relevant to the 
collaboration and expansion of existing programs as well as 
inform potential future BeltLine programming associated with 
identified gaps
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Methodology
ÅData was collected and analyzed from sources including the U.S. 

Census, Neighborhood Nexus, Georgia Department of Education and 
Georgia Department of Public Health for a secondary data analysis

ÅThe following metrics were collected and synthesized at the 
neighborhood and/or census tract level for the most recent data 
available (ranges between 2008-2014):
ÅDemographic characteristics

ÅHealth indicators

ÅCommunity assets

ÅAnalysis of neighborhoods surrounding both existing and future trails 
was conducted
ÅNorthside and Eastside Trail neighborhoods were selected for a comparison analysis 

based on the Atlanta BeltLine website

ÅCommunity asset mapping was completed through the Google Maps 
interactive platform using data sources including Neighborhood Nexus, 
The Georgia Department of Public Health, United Way asset resources 
and personal phone calls
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Westside Neighborhood Selection
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ÅJust Us

ÅMozleyPark

ÅOakland City

ÅWashington Park

ÅWest End

ÅWestview

ÅA selection of 12 neighborhoods were identified through the 
BeltLine Partnership Plan (prior to most recent update) and 
Kaiser Permanente of Georgia (KPGA) scope of work:

ÅAdair Park

ÅAshviewHeights

ÅCapitol View

ÅCapitol View Manor

ÅHarris Chiles

ÅHunter Hills

ÅThese neighborhoods will be referred to as the 
Westside Impact Neighborhoods in this analysis



Westside Impact Neighborhood Data
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ÅWhen available, Neighborhood Statistical Area (NSA) data was used 
to ascertain neighborhood-level data
ÅNeighborhood Nexus created NSAs from aggregation and estimation of 

block-level data

ÅIf NSAdata was not available, census tract data was used to achieve 
approximation



Westside Impact Neighborhood NPUs

ÅThe Hunter Hills, MozleyPark and 
Washington Park neighborhoods are 
located in NPU K

ÅThe Oakland City neighborhood is 
located in NPU S

ÅThe AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles, Just 
Us, West End and Westview 
neighborhoods are located in NPU T

ÅThe Adair Park neighborhood is located 
in NPU V

ÅThe Capitol View and Capitol View 
Manor neighborhoods are in NPU X
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Population Distribution
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2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS



Population Across All Communities

ÅThe communities surrounding the Eastside Trail have the largest 
population followed by the Westside Impact Neighborhoods
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Westside Impact Neighborhood 
Population Distribution

ÅThe West End neighborhood is the largest individual neighborhood by 
population

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have an approximate total 
population of 21,787 people
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Summary of BeltLine Population Distribution

ÅThe Eastside Trail neighborhoods have highest population 
followed by the identified Westside Impact Neighborhoods
ÅThe Eastside Trail is surrounded by densely populated communities 

ÅThe Westside Trail will serve a population of approximately  
21,787 people in the surrounding neighborhoods
ÅThe West End, Westview and Oakland City neighborhoods are the three 

largest individual neighborhoods

ÅDue to the smaller population compared to the existing 
Eastside Trail, BeltLine programming may benefit from 
more specialized programming targeting specific content 
areas with smaller numbers of participants
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Racial Distribution
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2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS



Racial Distribution Across All Communities
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ÅThe identified Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a 
predominately African American population 

ÅThe Eastside and Northside neighborhoods are 72% and 76% 
White, respectively
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Westside Impact Neighborhood Racial
Distribution

ÅThe racial distribution is similar across all of the Westside Impact 
Neighborhoods
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Summary of BeltLine Racial Distribution

ÅThe identified Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a 
higher percent Black population (90%) compared to 
Atlanta overall (54%) and both the Eastside and Northside 
communities

ÅThe Eastside and Northside Trails serve a predominantly 
White population (74% average) 

ÅBeltLine programming on the Westside Trail should strive 
to provide culturally sensitive and relevant programs that 
respond to the majority African American population
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Age Distribution 
2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Age Distribution Across All Communities

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a higher percentage of 
youth under 19, adults 45-64 years of ageand adults 65+ as compared 
to the Northside and Eastside neighborhoods

ÅThe Eastside and Northside neighborhoods have a significantly higher 
percentage of residents between the ages of 20-34
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Westside Impact Neighborhood Age 
Distribution

ÅApproximately one-third of the population in the Westside Impact 
Neighborhoods is under the age of 19
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BeltLine Age Distribution Summary

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly 
higher percentage of youth under 19 years of age as 
compared to the Northside and Eastside Trail neighborhoods

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods also have a larger senior 
population ages 65+ than the Northside and Eastside

ÅAdditionally, the Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a 
significantly lower population of residents ages 20-34

ÅBeltLine programming for the Westside Trail will need to 
focus on youth, adult and senior (45-65+) populations to 
ensure that programs are creative, relevant and engaging
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Household and Per 
Capita Income

2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Income Distribution Across All Communities

ÅThe median household income in the Westside Impact 
Neighborhoods is$26,035 in comparison to a $68,082 average
for the Northside and Eastside neighborhoods
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Westside Impact Neighborhood 
Income Distribution

ÅThe Capitol View and Capitol View Manor neighborhoods have 
the highest median household income ($42,644)
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BeltLine Income Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly 

lower household income ($26,035 average) as compared 
to the Eastside and Northside Trail neighborhoods as well 
as Atlanta overall ($46,631)

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly 
lower per capita income ($16,128) compared to Atlanta 
overall ($35,890)

ÅBeltLine programming for the Westside Trail will need to 
focus on cost and affordability for a low income 
population in order to be most effective
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Poverty Distribution
2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Poverty Distribution Across All Communities

Å37%of all residents in the Westside Impact Neighborhoods live in 
poverty compared to an 11%average in the Northside and 
Eastside neighborhoods
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Westside Impact Neighborhood 
Poverty Distribution

ÅThe AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us neighborhoods have 
the highest percentage of population under the poverty level (48%)

ÅThe overall Westside Impact Neighborhood poverty level (37%) is 
12% higher than the Atlanta average (25%) 

31MOSAIC GROUP

27

48
44

41

25

34

4241

58
62 62

27

36

54

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Washington Park,
Hunter Hills, Mozley

Park

Ashview Heights,
Harris Chiles, Just Us

Adair Park Oakland City, Bush
Mountain

Capitol View, Capitol
View Manor

West End Westview

P
e

rc
e
n

t 
in

 P
o

ve
rt

y

Axis Title

Poverty Distribution by Neighborhood (2010)

% Population in poverty %  <18 years in poverty

Persons Below Poverty 
US Census (2009-2013) 
Atlanta Average: 25%
Georgia Average: 18%



BeltLine Poverty Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have significantly higher levels 

of poverty (37%average) as compared to Atlanta overall (25%)
ÅAcross all of the Westside Impact Neighborhoods, 49%of the population 

< 18 years of age are in poverty 

ÅThe AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us neighborhoods have 
the highest percent of the population in poverty (48%)

ÅThe Capitol View and Capitol View Manor neighborhoods have the 
lowest percent of the population in poverty (25%)

ÅBeltLine programming for the Westside Trail should focus on 
residents below the poverty line and should account for 
affordability and cost of programming

ÅGiven the high levels of poverty, health and fitness may not be a 
priority; BeltLine programming may need to focus initially on 
other key life issues to form relationships with residents and 
attract future use of the Beltline
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Education Distribution
2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Education Across All Communities

ÅApproximately 20%of residents in the Westside Impact 
Neighborhoods have a college degree or higher, 27%less than 
the Atlanta average

MOSAIC GROUP 34

20

72
76

25

3
7

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Westside Impact Neighborhoods Eastside Trail Neighborhoods Northside Trail Neighborhoods

P
e

rc
e
n

t

Education Distribution (2010)

% College Degree % Less than HS or GED

US Census 2009-2013 
Atlanta Average:
College Degree: 47%
Less than HS or GED: 12%



Westside Impact Neighborhood 
Education Distribution

ÅAll identified Westside Impact Neighborhoods have less than 
28% of residents with a college degree or higher

ÅOn average, 25% of Westside Impact Neighborhoods have less 
than a high school or GED education 
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BeltLine Education Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly lower 

number of residents with college degrees 

ÅThe Westside Trail will serve a population with a significantly 
higher number of residents with less than a high school 
diploma or GED in comparison to the existing Northside and 
Eastside Trails as well as Atlanta overall

ÅBeltLine programming on the Westside Trail needs to factor 
in educational levels when designing community programs 
including literacy levels and outreach strategies
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School Performance 
and Demographics

2014 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS AND 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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School Profiles
ÅThe following education profile covers a selection of 
!ǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ ²ŜǎǘǎƛŘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ, middle and high schools 
with Neighborhood Nexus or Georgia Department of 
Education data
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Five Elementary Schools:
ÅConnallyElementary School
ÅFinch Elementary School
ÅF.L. Stanton Elementary School
ÅGideonsElementary School
ÅM.A. Jones Elementary School

Four Middle Schools: 
ÅBrown Middle School
ÅSylvan Hills Middle School
ÅKIPP Strive Academy
ÅKIPP WAYS Academy

Three High Schools: 
ÅBooker T. Washington High School
ÅCarver High School
ÅKIPP Atlanta Collegiate 



Elementary Schools
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Elementary School Number of Students

ÅThere are an average of 562 students in each school

ÅApproximately 100% of all students at these elementary 
schools are economically disadvantaged
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Elementary School Racial Distribution

ÅAlmost all students at these elementary schools are African 
American (98% average)
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Elementary SchoolAttendance

ÅThe majority of students are absent for 5 or fewer days 
(53% average)
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Middle Schools
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Middle SchoolNumber of Students

ÅThere are an average of 575 students in each school

ÅApproximately 100%of students at Brown, Sylvan Hills and KIPP 
WAYS  are economically disadvantaged
Å66% of students at KIPP Strive Academy are economically disadvantaged 
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Middle SchoolRacial Distribution

ÅAlmost all students at these middle schools are African 
American (98%)
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Middle SchoolAttendance

ÅThe majority of students are absent from school for 5 or 
fewer days (52%average)
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High Schools
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High SchoolNumber of Students

ÅCarver High School is the largest (Carver has four schools ςEarly 
College, Arts, Technology, Health Sciences)

ÅBooker T. Washington High School is the second largest (Washington 
has three schools (Early College, Finance, Sciences)
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High SchoolRacial Distribution

ÅThe majority of students in all high schools are African American
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High School Graduation Rate

ÅThe graduation rates are similar at Carver and Washington High 
Schools (averaged across all schools on site)

Å2014 graduation data not available for KIPP Atlanta Collegiate 
founding class
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Overall Education Summary
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ÅSchools surrounding the Westside Trail serve a predominantly 
African American population 

ÅNearly 100% of students in the elementary and middle schools 
are economically disadvantaged

ÅAveraged across all schools at each location, 69%of students 
graduate from Booker T. Washington High School and 71% of 
students graduate from Carver High School

ÅBeltLine programming for the Westside should partner with 
educational institutions and target programming for the 
developmental stages and interests of the various student 
populations

ÅAdditionally, BeltLine programming may consider targeting 
each high school directly, as there are a limited number and 
should focus relationship building efforts
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Housing
2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Housing Distribution Across All Communities

ÅRenter occupied housing represents the highest percentage of 
residents across all Beltline neighborhoods 

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a high percentage of vacant 
houses as compared to the Eastside and Northside neighborhoods
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Westside Impact Neighborhood 
Housing Distribution

ÅCapitol View and Capitol View Manor have the highest percentage 
of owner occupied housing (65%)

ÅApproximately one third of housing units in Westside Impact 
Neighborhoods are vacant
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Property Values Across All Communities

ÅThere is a significant difference in the median value of owner 
occupied homes in the Westside Impact Neighborhoods ($111,222) 
as compared to the Northside and Eastside ($341,665 average)
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Housing Summary
ÅThe proportion of renters and owners in the Westside 

Impact Neighborhoods are largely similar to those 
surrounding the Northside and Eastside Trails

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a higher 
percentage of vacant homes

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly 
lower median home value ($111,222) as compared to the 
Eastside and Northside neighborhoods, as well as Atlanta 
($210,000) and Georgia ($151,300) overall

ÅBeltLine programming should be cognizant of the 
potential impact on residents living in neighborhoods 
surrounding the Westside Trail development and its 
potential for effects including increasing property values, 
taxes, overall cost of living and fear of displacement
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Housing Conditions
2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS

*ANALYSIS INCLUDES BANKHEAD AND PITTSBURGH 
NEIGHBORHOODS
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Housing Conditions Across All Communities

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a lower percentage of surveyed 
homes in good condition as compared to the Northside and Eastside

ÅThe WIN neighborhoods have a higher proportion of surveyed homes in 
fair and poor conditions
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Westside Impact Neighborhood
HousingConditions

Å82%of surveyed homes in Capitol View and Capitol View Manor are in 
good condition 

Å77%of homes in AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us were 
surveyed to be in fair condition
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Housing Conditions Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a higher 

proportion of surveyed homes classified to be in fair or 
poor condition as compared to Northside and Eastside 
neighborhoods

ÅThe Westside Trail will serve residents living in more fair 
and poor conditions than residents in neighborhoods 
around the Eastside or Northside Trails

ÅBeltline programming should consider living conditions as 
a factor in developing sensitive materials and should seek 
to provide residents with the education and resources 
necessary to help improve quality of life
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Crime Distribution
2013 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS

*ANALYSIS INCLUDES BANKHEAD AND PITTSBURGH 
NEIGHBORHOODS
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911 Calls Across All Communities

ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a higher number of 
calls per square mile as compared to the Northside and Eastside 
Trail neighborhoods
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Westside Impact Neighborhood
911 Call Distribution

ÅThe AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us neighborhoods 
have the lowest number of 911 calls in 2013, but the highest 
number of calls per square mile
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Crime Distribution Across All Communities
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ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods had a significantly higher 
percent of violent crimes in 2013 as compared to the Eastside 
and Northside neighborhoods (percent of all crimes)
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Westside Impact Neighborhood
Crime Distribution
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ÅThe Washington Park and Bankhead neighborhoods have the highest 
percent of violent crimes (29%) (percent of all crimes)

ÅCapitol View and Capitol View Manor have the lowest percent of violent 
crimes (17%)
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911 Call and Crime Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods had a higher number of 

911 calls per square mile in 2013 as compared to the 
neighborhoods surrounding the Northside and Eastside Trails
ÅThe AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us neighborhoods have the 

highest number of calls per square mile

ÅAdditionally, the Westside Impact Neighborhoods had a 
higher percent of violent crimes in 2013 (22%)

ÅThe Westside Trail will serve neighborhoods with a higher 
violent crime rate and higher number of 911 calls per square 
mile as compared to the existing Eastside and Northside 
Trails

ÅSafety and perception of safety will be very important to 
consider in Beltline programming, as it could directly impact 
neighborhood utilization of the Beltline
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Health Profile



Health Insurance 
Distribution

2010 DATA FROM NEIGHBORHOOD NEXUS
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Insurance Distribution Across All Communities

Å27%of all residents and 9%of residents under 18 years of age in the 
Westside Impact Neighborhoods do not have health insurance 

ÅOn average, 8%of all residents and 3%of residents under 18 years of 
age in the Eastside and Northside do not have health insurance
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Westside Impact Neighborhood Health 
Insurance Distribution

ÅThe highest percent of residents under 18 without health 
insurance are in the AshviewHeights, Harris Chiles and Just Us 
neighborhoods (20%) 
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BeltLine Health Insurance Summary
ÅThe Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a significantly 

higher uninsured populations for both residents over and 
under 18 years of age

ÅAddressing the large number of uninsured residents in 
neighborhoods surrounding the Westside Trail may be an 
important component of Beltline programming in order 
to improve health outcomes 

ÅBeltLine programming should partner with local health 
centers to promote the importance of insurance coverage 
and facilitate educational outreach programs
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Health Indicators
2008-2012 AGGREGATE DATA FROM GEORGIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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Neighborhood Health Indicator Overview
ÅAvailable data was retrieved from The Georgia Department 

of Public Health and requested via the Online Analytical 
Statistical Information System (OASIS)

ÅThe resulting health indicator data is matched to each 
neighborhood via census tracts corresponding to the 
majority of the neighborhood boundaries 

ÅIdentified health indicators (2008-2012 aggregate): 
ÅMortality data (leading causes of death)

ÅLeading causes of hospital discharge

ÅLeading causes of emergency room (ER) visit

ÅMaternal and childhood health indicators including low birthweight, 
premature birth, tobacco use during pregnancy, births to females 10-17 
years of age and birth intervals less than 2 years
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Leading Causes of Death 

ÅIschemic heart and vascular disease is the overall number one cause 
of death across all neighborhoods

ÅHIV is a top 5 cause of death in the Westside Impact Neighborhoods, 
but outside of the top 10 causes of death in the United States (2013)
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Leading Causes of Death by Neighborhood

ÅIschemic heart and vascular disease is the leading cause of death in six of 
the twelve neighborhoods

ÅHypertension related diseases are the leading cause of death in Washington 
Park and Hunter Hills, and is the second leading cause of death in six 
additional neighborhoods 
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* 0-4 events not recorded at 
sub-county level, missing data



Leading Causes of Hospital Discharge
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ÅPregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium are the leading causes of 
hospital discharges across all neighborhoods

ÅImportantly, the 3rd and 4th leading causes of discharge are conditions 
potentially mitigated through physical activity (BeltLine use)
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Leading Causes of Hospital 
Discharge by Neighborhood

MOSAIC GROUP 78

ÅPregnancy, childbirth and puerperium is the leading cause of hospital 
discharges in all twelve neighborhoods

ÅAcross all neighborhoods there are causes of discharge amenable to 
BeltLine programming (musculoskeletal conditions, heart disease)
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Leading Causes of Emergency 
Room Visits 
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ÅDiseases of the musculoskeletal system and connective tissue are the 
number one cause of emergency room visits across all neighborhoods
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Leading Causes of Emergency 
Room Visits by Neighborhood
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ÅDiseases of the musculoskeletal system and connective tissue 
are the number one cause of ER visits in all 12 neighborhoods
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Health Indicator Summary
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ÅIschemic heart and vascular disease is the overall number 
one cause of death across all neighborhoods
ÅTogether heart and vascular disease and hypertension related 

disease are the primary mortality concerns

ÅOverall and by neighborhood pregnancy, childbirth and the 
puerperiumare the number one cause of hospital discharge

ÅOverall and by neighborhood diseases of the 
musculoskeletal system (arthritis, osteoporosis, dystrophy, 
etc.)are the number one cause of emergency room visits

ÅMany of the leading causes of morbidity and mortality in 
these neighborhoods can be directly impacted from BeltLine 
use; subsequently, BeltLine programming should target 
specific strategies to improve these health metrics



Maternal and Child 
Health Indicators

2008-2012 AGGREGATE DATA FROM GEORGIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

82MOSAIC GROUP



Total Births by Neighborhood
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ÅOakland City had the highest number of births (379 births)

ÅThe Just Us and AshviewHeights neighborhoods had the lowest 
number of births (125 births)
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ÅMozleyPark has the highest percent of low birthweight babies (17%)

ÅAll Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a 15%rate of low birthweight 
babies, this is considerably higher than the national average

Healthy People 2020 target: 
7.8% of births to be of low 

birthweight
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ÅMozleyPark has the highest percent of premature births (22%)

ÅAcross all Westside Impact Neighborhoods the percent of premature births 
(18%) is higher than the Fulton County, Georgia and US averages 

Healthy People 2020 
target: 11.4% of births 

to be premature
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ÅThe Just Us and AshviewHeights neighborhoods have the highest rate of tobacco 
use during pregnancy (10%)

ÅAll Westside Impact Neighborhoods have a 6% average of tobacco use during 
pregnancy, which is higher than the Fulton County average (3%), but lower than the 
US average as measured by the CDC PRAMS surveillance (11%)

Healthy People 2020 target: 
reduce the prevalence of smoking 

during pregnancy to 1.4%



Births to Females 10-17 years of Age
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ÅWashington Park and Hunter Hills have the highest percent of births to 
females 10-17 years of age (14%)

ÅAcross all Westside Impact Neighborhoods the percent of births to females 
10-17 years of age (8%) is considerably higher than the Fulton County and 
Georgia averages of 3%and 3%, respectively
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